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ore was seriously discussed.6 But since that year the rise in
the price of gold transformed the situation by making it re-
munerative to mine low-grade ore, and with a high price the
industry will long continue to prosper and to stimulate the
economic life of South Africa. It is however uneasily recog-
nized that the assets of this extensive source of wealth re-
semble a receding tide, and when inevitably they are ex-
hausted, the effects on the European civilization in the
country are likely to be profound. Alining hitherto has
provided revenue to bonus agriculture and other industries;
it has been the giant Atlas holding much of the national
economic structure on its broad shoulders.7
The geographic position of the gold reef in the high plateau
has peculiarly fashioned the modern economic history of
South Africa. Had gold and other mines been situated near
the coast they would probably have given little stimulus to
the development of the tableland; certainly the chief metro-
polis of the present Union would not have emerged in a
purely pastoral area. But owing to the position of the mines
deep in the interior, railways were necessary to replace the
slow ox-waggons, and had far-reaching economic and social
consequences in the life of the hinterland.8 Today Johannes-
burg and its environs constitute the industrial and financial
heart of the country, the focal point of the railway system in
southern Africa, with steel arteries radiating to the ports,
roughly 1,000 miles to Capetown, 700 to Port Elizabeth,
500 to Durban, and 380 to Delagoa Bay in Portuguese East
Africa. The earnings on the long haul from the Rand to the
seaboard help to sustain the network of lines for the country
as a whole, and thus to subsidize rail transport in those
intervening regions which might otherwise lack it altogether.
Historically the struggle of the various ports and colonies for
traffic to and from the Rand accentuated friction between
*Reporiofthe Low Grade Ore Commission, 1932, chap. XIII.
7An estimate submitted to the Low Grade Ore Commission stated that
about half the revenue of the Union is derived directly or indirectly from gold
mining. The estimate was criticized by the then director of the census, but he
was himself emphatic that "if South, Africa -was suddenly deprived of its gold
mines, it would be a stupendous disaster," Report, paras. 23 and 25.
8As late as 1874 there were only 69 miles of railway, but rapid development
was stimulated by mining in the subsequent years. M, H. de Kock, Economic
History of Sowth Africa, 345.